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Heath Primary School is committed to providing our pupils with quality daily acts of collective worship that contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils. We believe that collective worship is an opportunity to celebrate all aspects of school life, to support our ethos and curriculum and to provide an opportunity for thought and reflection for our pupils.  

Our Aims 
Our aims and purpose of collective worship are:
· To provide an opportunity for the children to worship God 
· To encourage the children to consider the purpose and meaning of life 
· To enable children to consider spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues 
· To encourage children to explore their own beliefs 
· To encourage participation and response 
· To develop a sense of community spirit 
· To promote a common ethos with shared values and to reinforce positive attributes 
· To provide an opportunity for calm reflection 

We have referred to the legal requirements set out in the Education Act 1988 and DFE Circular 1/94 for guidance. 
Legal Requirements of Collective Worship 
· As stated in the DFE Circular 1/94, all registered pupils in attendance shall take part on each school day, an act of collective worship, the majority of which are mainly of broadly Christian character that is “reflecting” the “broad traditions of Christian belief”, taking account of the teaching and practices of other principal religions. 
Head teachers must take into account pupils ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds. 

· According to the Education Reforms Act 1988, the arrangements for the collective worship in a school required in respect of each school day, provide for a single act of worship for all pupils or for separate acts of worship for pupils in different age groups.
· Parents in all schools have the legal right to withdraw their child wholly or partly from collective worship. Although, we seek to be an inclusive school, we expect that withdrawal will be made after discussions with parents.



Collective worship 
At Heath Primary School we understand worship to be a special act or occasion whose purpose is to show reverence to God. Collective worship involves all members of the school coming together, as a class, key stage or whole school and participating in an assembly. 

Our daily acts of worship are inclusive and suitable for pupils with SEND and different faiths. In order for our collective worship to meet legal requirements, in our daily acts we concentrate on some of the characteristics of worship shared by different faiths. 
These characteristics of worship include:
· There is one God, who created the world and is the source of all love and life
· The nature of God can be found through loving and caring for others 
· We should vale and care for the world and all that is in it 
· All relationships between human beings should be guided by love 
· Being thankful to God for all we have 
· We can pray to God for guidance during difficult times, ask for help for others and to ask for forgiveness 

Organisation of collective worship 
At Heath Primary School our collective worship reflects and nurtures the whole school ethos. Our assemblies develop a sense of belonging to our community that is essential to the spiritual, mental, social and cultural development of our pupils. Our assemblies can also link to PSHE themes, links to the curriculum as well as particular needs of our pupils and the community. 
We conduct assemblies in a dignified and respectful way. We tell children that assembly time is a period of calm reflection. We regard it as a special time and expect children to behave in an appropriate way. We ask them to be quiet and thoughtful and to listen carefully to the teachings and participate in prayer and hymns. 
Our assemblies have clear objectives such as:
· Celebrate festivals and special times together (religious and non-religious) 
· Show concern for current affairs/ daily events happening in school, our local community, nationally and internationally
· Show appreciation for special events and achievements in our school and wider community
· Reflect upon how precious we all are and our responsibility to look after ourselves and to care for others

For our daily acts of collective worship we choose from a range of methods including:
•	Stories and readings from Sacred Texts
•	Songs, hymns and music which unifies and uplifts and are related to a theme
•	Lighting a candle

•	Prayers and reflection
•	Use of religious artefacts and visual aids 
•	ICT is used as appropriate

We visit Heath Church throughout the year to celebrate Christmas, Easter and other special services. 
The Head teacher and other members of staff normally conduct assemblies. Visitors and guests of local religious groups are invited into school to lead assemblies that are broadly of a Christian nature.   We welcome governors and academy representatives at our assemblies at any time. 

Right to withdrawal 
We expect all children to attend assembly. However, any parent can request permission for their child to be excused from attending religious worship and the school can make alternative arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. Parents do not have to explain or give reasons for this. This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act. 

The Head teacher keeps a record of all children who withdraw from collective worship. 

Monitoring and review 
Monitoring occurs informally through staff, parent and visitor discussions with valued feedback. 

Review date: July 2025








